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upheld the right of a Government to kill a rebel,
she said: "You will never convince me that to
guillotine Lavoisier served any purpose."
After lunch the car would fetch her again and
perhaps she would go to the flower market to buy
her common garden flowers or wild ones if she
could get them, for she never liked smart, green-
house things. Or perhaps she had an appoint-
ment in the Luxembourg gardens with a very
important personage, her baby granddaughter,
Helene. She would sit and play at making sand-
pies with her till it was time to go to the after-
noon's session of the Academy of Medicine.
There Marie was the only woman and her seat
was next to her friend Dr. Roux, who had been
Pasteur's most devoted disciple.
After the Academy, Marie went back to the
laboratory and worked till dinner time on ordin-
ary days; but sometimes till 2.0 in the morning if
her experiments needed it.
Sometimes the seriousness of the place was
disturbed by a tea party given in honour of some
student who had become a doctor of science.
Then scientific glasses became tea cups and glass
rods served as spoons and the party closed with
an address by Marie in which she congratulated
the new doctor. The two happiest of those teas
were those which celebrated Irene's doctorate and
that of her husband, Frlderic Joliot, In 1934
those two made a great discovery, nothing less
than artificial radio-activity. They bombards!
aluminium and other substances with the rays of